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Ensuring Your Home is a Place For Young 
Readers 

Terrie Buckner 
To promote young children's delight in talking, listening, reading, and writing, adults 

can provide a variety of interesting language experiences. Children who are skilled 

readers in the primary grades:  

 understand the alphabet and letters  

 use background knowledge and strategies to obtain meaning from print  

 can easily identify words and read fluently  

Activities that prepare young children for learning to read emphasize counting, 

number concepts, letter names, shapes, and sounds, phonological and phonemic 

awareness, models of adult interest in literacy, and independent and cooperative 

literacy activities.  Here are some tips for creating an environment that supports early 

literacy at home:  

 Read aloud to your child every day. 

 Choose a quiet time for reading to your child, perhaps before a nap, 
bedtime, or after dinner. 

 Choose a special place for family reading, like a comfortable chair or 
pillows piled on the floor. 

 Let your child select the book for you to read aloud. 

 Hold the book so that she can see the pictures. Let her turn the pages. 

 Take time to look at and talk about the pictures. Don’t just read the story: 
talk about it. Let your child point out letters, shapes, colors, and animals. 

 Ask questions about the story, or ask him to retell the story in his own 
words. 

 Understand that reading begins at home. Children read their environments, 
so make your home a print rich environment. Provide family friendly 
magazines, newspapers, and loads of books for children to look at.   

 Read!  Don't expect reading to be important to your children if they see that 
it's not important to you. 

 Invite your child to read to you. She'll often interpret her own story using 
illustrations and his imagination. 

 Make lists, lots of them and encourage your child to make lists.   Make lists 
for grocery shopping, books to buy, errands, chores, and things to take on 
trips. 

 Give books as gifts, what a treasure!   

 Trips to the book store are always exciting!  Watch for special readers like 
a visit by Clifford or Snow White. 

 Read! 

Dear Parents: 
  
It is great to be back to work and to have 
Kelly back too! Thank you all for your 
thoughts and prayers while I was out. 
  
Please be sure to mark your calendar for 
December 8 (Tuesday) from 7-8:30 PM. We 
will have our annual holiday party that night 
and the festivities will include cookies and hot 
cocoa, a holiday program and of course a 
visit from Santa. 
  
With the weather turning cold, do not forget to 
send hats, coats, and mittens with your child 
each day. Georgia Licensing requires that the 
children go out each day and we will unless it 
is colder than 32 degrees.  
  
Also, please help us help a family in need 
over the holidays. Please look for our angel 
tree in the cafeteria and select a gift off of the 
tree to purchase for a family we are 
sponsoring for the holiday. Bring in your 
unwrapped gift and the gift tag from the tree 
and we will be sure the family receives the 
items by the 20th of December.  
  
A HUGE THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO 
DONATED FOOD. The Gwinnett COOP was 
thrilled to see the food arrive right before 
Thanksgiving! 
  
Any day now we are expecting our visit from 
NAEYC. Soon we hope to be one of the 7% 
of accredited schools in Georgia, a very elite 
status! 
  
We are looking forward to the New Year and 
certainly appreciate your ongoing support. 
  

Deanna 
  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

Happy Birthday! 
Children’s Birthdays 
 

Kumar Austin 12/04 
Draven Wilson 12/6 

Bradford Rushing 12/7 
Myles Bailey 12/08 
Jailen Barber 12/17 
Dylan Harmon 12/20 

Cody Thompson 12/22 

Liahnna Gil 12/24 

Staff Birthdays 

Fouzia Qureshi 12/1 
Kelly Priceman 12/25  

 

Why Do We Stress Hand Washing So Much? 
 
Germs such as bacteria and viruses can be transmitted several different ways, 
especially by touching dirty hands or changing dirty diapers.  Other ways germs 
spread include through: 
 

 Contaminated water and food 

 Droplets in the air released during a cough or sneeze 

 Contaminated surfaces 

 A sick person’s body fluids 

 Touching a contaminated items (telephone, doorknob etc. 

 If kids pick up germs from one of these sources, they can unknowingly become 
infected simply by touching their eyes, nose or mouth.  Once they are 
infected, it is just a matter of time before the whole family comes down with 
the illness.  

 
Good hand washing is your first line of defense against the spread of many illnesses, 
not just the common cold.  Please use the hand sanitizer at the front desk when you 
enter the building.  The more clean hands we have, the fewer illnesses we will see.   
 
 
 

Dates to Remember 
 

Wacky Wednesday 12/2 
 

Book Fair 12/7-12/11 
 

December 8 –7:00 PM  Santa arrives 
 

December 24, 25 Center Closed for Holidays 
 

January 1 – Center Closed New Year’s Day 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Infants 

Theme: Peek A Boo Babies 
Infant A - Ms. Tonya 

Busy, busy little babies will be playing 
Peek A Boo with Ms. Tanya, making 

handprints and feeling the paint on our 
hands.  Ooooo it will be so squishy!  

What fun! 

Infant B – Ms. Fouzia 
We are going to be so busy singing our 

Peek A Boo song and reading books 
about the holiday season.  Our art work 

will help us develop fine motor skills as 
we pick up things with our fingers.   

 
Jr. Toddlers 

Ms. Rosa and Ms. Samantha 
Theme:  Ribbons and Rhymes 

Oh my, how much fun can we have 
ribbons?  We can twirl them, run with 

them and pull things with them.  We are 
so excited about all the holiday activity.  

We are excited that Santa is coming to 

Legacy Academy! 
 

Sr. Toddlers 
Ms. Missy & Skye 
Theme:  Whatõs inside? 
Oh, what fun it will be to make snow! 
Dancing the Reindeer Pokey will get us all 
going so we can sing Feliz Navidad.  We will 
try to guess what’s in the gift box.  Welcome 
new friends Kylan and Tayvia.   
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Framework for their Future ® 

What you can expect in December… 

   

3ôs 
Theme:  Bows and Strings and 

Special Things 
3A 

Ms. Jessica 
We will count and sort bows.  We 

have some very exciting art including 
making a gingerbread house, which 

will also taste good!   

3B 
Ms. Tiffany 

We will be having a great time 
making reindeer ears, counting bows 

and singing “Jingle Bells.”  How 
exciting! 

4A ï GA PK 
Theme:  Celebrations and Surprises 

Ms. Vanessa and Ms. Victoria 
We are going to practice our gift 

wrapping techniques and create very 
special collages.  Watch for them.  

We will be singing Santa Claus is 
coming to town…and he might make 

an early stop on December 8th.   

4B ï Private Pre-K 
Ms. Ginelle 

This is a very exciting time of the 
year for our children.  Watch for our 

stained glass creations and listen for  
our holiday songs.  Welcome to our 

new friend, McKenzie.   
School-Agers  

Theme:  My Community and Me 
Wait until you smell our cinnamon 

ornaments.  They will last the entire 
season and maybe next year, too.  

Watch for our winter wonderland art, 
it will be very special.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stork Craft Crib Recall  

The Consumer Product Safety Commission has recalled 1.2 million cribs in the United States and almost 

1 million in Canada, where Stork Craft is based. Sales of the cribs being recalled go back to 1993.  

Nearly 150,000 of the cribs carry the Fisher-Price logo.  The Stork Craft cribs have had problems 

with their hardware, which can break, deform or become missing after years. CPSC said there 

can also be problems with assembly mistakes by the crib owner. These problems can cause the 

drop-side to detach, creating a dangerous space between the drop-side and the crib mattress, 

where a child can become trapped.  Consumers can contact the company, 877-274-0277, to 

order the free repair kit, or log on to http://www.storkcraft.com.  Parents are urged to stop using the 

cribs until installing a free repair kit from Stork Craft. 

 

 
 

 

Wishing your Holiday 

Season be filled with 

magic and wonder.  With 

warm wishes from our 

family to yours, 
 

Happy Holidays  

http://www.storkcraft.com/

